
Latin Reading List for PhD Students in Classics 
 
It is not expected that students will have exhaustively read each entry on the list. Students are advised to 
read enough of each entry in the original language to gain a sense of the author's style and diction. 
Additional reading in translation may be necessary to develop familiarity with the basics of content, 
genre, historical context, and the significant elements of the texts. Note that selections of works have been 
provided for authors with an extensive extant corpus; works outside of these selections will not appear on 
the Latin Language Exam. 
 
Apuleius (focus: The Golden Ass) 
Augustine (focus: Confessions) 
Augustus 
Caesar 
Catullus 
Cicero (focus: Catilinarians, On the orator, Republic, Philippics, Tusculan Disputations, 
Republic, Epistles ad Atticum) 
Gellius 
Horace (focus: Satires 1, Odes 1–3, Carmen Saeculare, Epistles 2, Ars Poetica) 
Juvenal 
Livy (focus: Books 1–5, 21–30)  
Lucan 
Lucretius 
Martial 
Ovid (focus: Ars Amatoria, Metamorphoses) 
Petronius 
Plautus 
Pliny the Younger 
Propertius 
Quintilian (focus: Institutio Oratoria 1–2, 6, 10–12) 
Sallust 
Seneca (focus: Moral Epistles, On Clemency, Thyestes) 
Statius 
Suetonius (focus: Divine Julius, Augustus, Divine Claudius, Nero) 
Tacitus 
Terence 
Tibullus 
Vergil (focus: Aeneid, Eclogues, and Georgics 4) 
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