
Greek Reading List for PhD Students in Classics 

It is not expected that students will have exhaustively read each entry on the list. Students are advised to 
read enough of each entry in the original language to gain a sense of the author’s style and diction. 
Additional reading in translation may be necessary to develop familiarity with the basics of content, 
genre, historical context, and the significant elements of the texts. Note that selections of works have been 
provided for authors with an extensive extant corpus; works outside of these selections will not appear on 
the Greek Language Exam. 

 
Achilles Tatius 
Aeschylus 
Apollonius Rhodius 
Aristophanes (focus: Acharnians, Birds, Clouds, Frogs, Lysistrata, Thesmophoriazusae, Wasps) 
Aristotle (focus: Constitution of the Athenians, Nicomachean Ethics, Poetics, Politics, Rhetoric) 
Bacchylides 
Cassius Dio (focus: Books 52, 53, 56, 69, 74) 
Callimachus 
Demosthenes (focus: Olynthiacs I, II, III; Philippics I, II, III; On the Crown, Against Meidias) 
Euripides (focus: Bacchae, Iphigenia at Aulis, Helen, Hippolytus, Medea, Trojan Women) 
Gorgias 
Herodotus 
Hesiod 
Homer 
Homeric Hymns 
Isocrates (focus: Areopagiticus, Evagoras, Panathenaicus, Panegyricus, To Philip)  
Longus 
Lucian (focus: True Histories, Philosophers for Sale, Dialogues of the Dead, Anacharsis, 
Lexiphanes) 
Lyric, Elegiac, and Iambic (focus: selections in Budelmann, Greek Lyric and Allan, Greek 
Elegy and Iambus) 
Lysias (focus: On the Murder of Eratosthenes, Funeral Oration, Against Erathosthenes, Against 
Nicomachus, Olympic Oration) 
Menander 
Pindar (focus: Olympian 1, 2, 6, 7, 10; Pythian 1, 2, 3, 4, 12; Nemean 4, 5, 7, 8; Isthmian 1, 8) 
Plato (focus: Apology, Ion, Phaedrus, Republic, Symposium) 
Plutarch (focus: Lives) 
Polybius (focus: Books 1–6) 
Sophocles  
Theocritus 
Thucydides 
Xenophon (focus: Anabasis; Memorabilia; Symposium) 
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