Conditionals
Simple/Neutral Conditionals
Nv pev yap €BéAcouey amobvnokelv UTep TGV dikaiwv, oU puévov eUSOKIUTOOUEY,

AAAG kal TOV émiAolTTov Xpdvov aopaAdds Nuiv éEéotal Cnv: el 8¢ poPnodueba Tous
KIvdUvous, eic TOAAGS Tapaxds KaATAOTHOOUEY Tuas avuTtous. [Isocrates 6.107]

"For if we are willing to die for our just rights, not only shall we gain renown, but in time to
come we shall be able to live securely; but if we show that we are afraid of danger, we shall
plunge ourselves into endless confusion."

ToUTO HEV BN, el VIKNOELS, Ti 0péas amaiprioeal, Tolot ye un éoTt undév; TolTto B¢, fjv
viknO7js, uabe Soa ayaba amoPaléels: [Herodotus 1.71.3]

"Now if you conquer them, of what will you deprive them, since they have nothing? But if on
the other hand you are conquered, then look how many good things you will lose"

el TaUTa AéEets, ExBapel uev €€ éuou, [Soph. An. 93]
"If that's what you are going to say, I will hate you"

(By not committing to the plausibility of the condition, the speaker leaves such assessment to
his audience. This can be diplomatic and polite (Isocrates, Herodotus), or in-your-face
(Sophocles))

Contrary-to-fact conditions

(examples of why the distinction between past and present contrary-to fact is false)

Thucydides on Agamemnon: [imperfect for past]

OUK Qv ouv vrjowv 6w TV Treploikidwv (alTtal 8¢ ouk &v ToAAal eev) NEeElpdOTNS

OV EKPATEL El un} T1 Kal vauTikOv eixev. [Thuc. 1.9 4]
He could not have held sway beyond the adjacent islands, had he not had a naval force.

Socrates: Ask Gorgias what he is :: How do you mean? [aorist for present]

WOTIEP AV El ETUYXQAVEV OV UTTOdNUATWY dnuioupyds, amekpivato av dntou ool
OTL okuToTOMOS [Plato Grg. 447d3-4]

Just as, if he were a shoemaker, he would surely reply to you "shoemaker".

Haimon to Creon: [aorist for present]
el ur maTnp Nod’, eimov &v ¢° oUk €U ppoveiv. [Soph. An. 757]
"If you weren't my father, I'd say you're out of your mind"

A not-so-vivid handout on conditionals:
[we should just dump this FMV, FLV business. Ah well.. ]

Contrary-to-fact: el plus indicative I indicative IT + av

Neutral: el plus indicative indicative

Possible: el plus opt. optative + av [aka FLV]
Plausible: €av plus subj. future indicative [aka FMV]
Present general: €av plus subj. present indicative

Past general: el plus opt. imperfect



